
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



Volume L JULY 1917 Number 1 



CHRISTIANIZING PATRIOTISM 

Patriotism has generally been regarded as a belligerent virtue. 
Men have been ready to fight for their country when they dodged 
taxes for its support. It has been easier to go to war than to go to 
meetings of reformers. Men have decorated the graves of dead 
soldiers while they were growing rich by underpaying soldiers' 
children. 

But patriotism is outgrowing its past. 

Nations are less important than humanity, but only super- 
idealists can believe that patriotism is necessarily hostile to universal 
brotherhood. A man loves ultimate ideals unwisely when he 
refuses to take a first step in their direction. We shall not reach 
Utopia by a miraculous leap. We shall walk to it. Pictures of 
terminal stations are of small value to people who refuse to travel. 

Whatever may be the world of a thousand years hence, the 
road to universal brotherhood lies through the establishment of an 
international morality. 

In the present crisis we are patriots at war. But patriotism can 
be made co-operative as well as belligerent. 



Christian patriots can render many services to their country 
these days, but none is more important than the evangelization of 
patriotism. As we are learning to make denominations a basis for 
interdenominationalism, can we hold nations to be elements of 
internationalism. We must make patriotism a consecration of 
our country to service in the world. We must prevent war from 
deadening the sense of high mission with which we enter upon war. 

We must make patriotism a devotion of our country to God, not 
a demand that God shall always do our country's bidding. 
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In time of war we must prepare for peace by instilling into 
loyalty to our nation a sense of the nation's responsibility for 
morality in foreign commerce. 

Christians must help patriots to see that their nation has a right 
to exist only as it ministers to universal human weal. 
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Morality grows by injecting higher ideals into existing con- 
ditions, customs, and institutions. 

Sometimes these new ideals are destructive antitoxins. So it 
was when ideals of human brotherhood entered a world of slave- 
holders. Such we hope will be the case when they fully enter 
nations that wage war. 

Sometimes they are transforming. So it was in the days when 
nationalities replaced feudal fiefs. 

So will it be as a truly Christian public opinion fixes the relation 
of nations with each other. 

Patriotism will then consist in loyalty to one's country as an 
agent in establishing international friendship within which human 
brotherhood can be safe. 

Democracy is one step toward this brotherhood. 

Defense of democracy is another. 

National co-operation in the defense of international law will 
be another. 

For a world unsafe for democracy is a world unsafe for fraternity. 



